Limmud 2024 yael.roberts@gmail.com

7"02

Where do we go from here?
Reading the Mei Hashiloach on the closeness of Torah to our lives

Mordechai Yosef Leiner of Izbica was a Hasidic thinker and founder of the Ighbitza-Radzyn dynasty. He
is best known for bis work Mei Hashiloach, a compilation of bis teachings by his grandson, in which be
expressed his belief in pre-determinism. He was a disciple of R’ Simcha Bunim of Pshischa and R’
Menachem Mendel of Kotzk. His leading disciple was Rabbi Yehuda Leib Eiger, grandson of Rabbi
Akiva Eiger. His students included Rabbi Zadok HaKoben of Lublin, bis son, Rabbi Yaakov Leiner and

his grandson Rabbi Gershon Henoch Leiner of Radzyn.

Mei Hashiloach: Author: Mordechai Leiner. Composed: Izbica, c.1840 - c.1860 CE.

A famous collection of Rabbi Mordechai Leiner's thoughts and sermons on the weekly parsha, on holidays
and on various other texts, they were gathered by bis grandson. Some of the unconventional observations
about personal struggle and the practice of halakba in this book have elicited rencwed interest in the last

several decades.

Deuteronomy 30:11-14

For this commandment which I command thee this day, it is
not hidden from thee, neither is it far off.
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It is not in heaven, that thou shouldst say, Who shall go up for
us to heaven, and bring it to us, that we may hear it, and do it?
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Nor is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldst say, Who shall go
over the sea for us, and bring it to us, that we may hear it, and
doit?
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But the word is very near to thee, in thy mouth, and in thy
heart, that thou mayst do it.
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Zohar Bamidbar Korach 1:1 Composed: Middle-Age Spain, ¢.1100 - ¢.1400 CE

The Zobar is the central work of the Jewish mystical tradition of Kabbalah. Traditionally attributed to
the second-century sage Rabbi Shimon bar Yochat, the Zobar’s authorship has been subject to debate from
the time it first appeared in 13th-century Spain. The work centers around Rabbi Shimon and his students
as they travel the land of Israel and interpret the Torab esoterically. Written primarily in a cryptic form
of Aramaic, the Zohar discusses topics such as the nature of God, the soul, and the creation of the world.

“And Korach the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi,
and Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On the son of
Peleth, of the sons of Reuben, took men.” Rabbi Aba opened and
said: “They are more desirable than gold, and more than much
fine gold; and sweeter than honey, and than the liquor of the
honeycomb.” (Psalm 19:10) How lofty are the words of the
Torah and how precious they are! They are desired Above and are
desired by all, for they make up the Holy Name. He who takes
care of the Torah takes care of the Holy Name and is saved by it
from everything. He is saved in this world and is saved in the
world to come. Come and see: he who takes care of the Torah is
clinging to the tree of life and is part of everything, as it is written:
“Itis a tree of life to those who cling to it” (Proverbs 3:18).
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Tanna Dvei Eliyahu (Zuta, Ch. 12) Composed: Talmudic Babylon/Italy/Israel, c.968 — ¢.984 CE
Tanna DeBei Eliyabu (“Teachings of the School of Elijabh,” also referred to as “Seder Eliyabu”) is the
composite name of a midrash that consists of two parts: the larger Tanna DeBei Eliyabu Rabbah and the
smaller Tanna DeBei Eliyabu Zuta. The midrash reworks earlier midrashim, using them to highlight
ideas like the importance of prayer and Torah study. The Talmud attributes a midrash of the same name
to Elijab the prophet (Eliyabu in Hebrew), though whether the existing midrash is the one referred to in
the Talmud has long been a subject of debate. Some date the work as early as the third century CE, while
others date it as later as the tenth century. Parts of Tanna DeBei Eliyabu have been incorporated into
Jewish liturgy and laws presented in it have been codified in the classic legal work, the Shulchan Arukb.

A parable: to what is
this comparable to, to a
king who had servants
and they were sitting on
the other side of an iron
wall, and the king was
declaring to them and
saying anyone who fears
me and loves me will
ascend this iron wall
and come next to me.
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And anyone that
ascends the wall of iron
surely fears the king and
loves the king. And
anyone that does not
ascend, surely he does
not fear the king, and he
does not love the king.
From those that
ascended the wall to
those that didn’t ascend
the wall, which of them
are more beloved? You
might say those who
ascended the wall!
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Tikkunei Zohar Bereshit, 27:4 Composed: Middle-Age Spain (¢.1100 — ¢.1400 CE)
Tikkunei Zobar is a major kabbalistic text. Written mostly in Aramaic, it is a collection of 70
commentaries on the the first word of the Torah, "Bereshit.”

Another word:

(Gen. 27:4) And make delicacies for me such as I have loved
— from the performance of positive precepts,

and not such as I hate,

from the transgression of negative precepts.
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Taanit 10a Composed: Talmudic Babylon, ¢.450 - ¢.550 CE

Tractate Taanit (“Fast”) is located in Seder Moed (“the Order of Festivals”). Its four chapters discuss laws
and stories relating to fast days, with a focus on fast days enacted by Jewish courts in times of drought. The
tractate also discusses praying for vain, the fast days of the 17th of Tamuz and Tisha BAv, and the concept
of maamadot, in which groups of laypeople witnessed sacrifices in the Temple or gathered to read Torah,
pray, and fast while sacrifices were being offered.

Rabbi Oshaya said: What is the meaning of that which is written about
Babylonia: “You who dwells on many waters, abundant in storehouses”
(Jeremiah 51:13)? What caused Babylonia to have storehouses full of grain?
You must saythat it is due to the fact that it resides on many waters, the Tigris
and the Euphrates Rivers, which render its land easy to irrigate. Similarly, Rav
said: Babylonia is wealthy since it can grow crops for harvest even without
rain. Abaye said: We hold that it is better for a land to be swampy like
Babylonia, and not dry, as crops in Babylonia grow all year.
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Mei HaShiloach, Volume I Volume I, Deuteronomy, Nitzavim

(Translated Betsalel Philip Edwards with my edits)

«

t is not in heaven, that you should say, who shall go up for us to
heaven, and bring it to us, that we may hear it, and do it? Nor is it
beyond the sea, that you should say, who shall go over the sea for us,
and bring it to us, and make us bear it, and do it? But the word is
very near unto you, in your mouth, and in your bheart, that you may
do it.” (Devarim, 30:12-14)
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What do you think this verse is instructing us?

The Holy Zohar (in Bamidbar 176 and other places,) tells us,
“How precious are the words of Torah! This seems as if it is beyond
the sea, and then it says some more supernal words of Torah, and it
seems as if it is in the highest heavens.”

3 ,NMIPA 7R02 (YR 927R2) T R
,0°% 297 193 IR TN LRNPMIRT 700 PR
M3 KIT ROPRT 727 ROV 7100 TIW ROAK)

RS Rabiativ

What does the Zobar add to our understanding of the verse?
Based on his bringing of the Zobar, what might his question be on the verse?

This can be understood through what is written in the Tanna Dvei
Eliyahu (Zuta, Ch. 12), “A parable. A mortal king builds a wall by
way of which one enters vast palaces. In the wall, he opens a narrow
passageway, so narrow that one who does not love the king will not
exert himself to enter. Yet one who truly loves him will push himself
for he knows that after difficulty, great delights await him.” So too
here, where initially he had not yet understood words of Torah,
how high and precious they are. Then when one comes to the
meaning of words of Torah, then “it is not in heaven, and not across
the sea ... but it is near unto you, in your mouth,” etc. Therefore,
Moshe Rabeynu specifically wrote these words in this Parsha,
which follows the fiftieth Parsha in the Torah, for then he had
attained this level (the fiftieth gate of understanding), that of “it is
not in heaven, but near.”
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What are the stages of understanding or acquiring Torah?

This means that even though a man needs fences and boundaries
while he does not yet understand words of Torah, once he
understands them, he does not need this. “It is not across the sea,”
that is to say, he does not need to be far from the delights of this
world, which we call, “a sea,” for “sea” teaches of desire. Only at the
beginning, for he can only initially enter into words of Torah
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through great restraint and separation from earthly delights, but
this is not the main principle. The main principle is in the doing
(the performance of God’s will).

At what point does one need fences and at what point is one beyond them?

This is “in your mouth and in your heart to do it. This is the
principle, as it is said in the Tikkunei Zohar (on what Isaac said to
Yaakov), ““make me tasty delights that I love’ [ Bereshit, 27:4], these
are positive mitzvot [that are done].” This is as it says in the Gemara
(Taanit, 10a), “better a flooded land than a dry land.” It is good to
have even a little desire instilled in him and not to be completely
dry, as we have explained on the verse (Mishlei, 19) “the desire of
man is his kindness;” see there.
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How does desire connect to these themes and to mitzvot?

God's World BY EDNA ST. VINCENT MILLAY Edna St. Vincent Millay was an American lyrical
poet and playwright. Millay was a renowned social figure and noted feminist in New York City during

the Roaring Twenties and beyond.

O world, I cannot hold thee close enough!
Thy winds, thy wide grey skies!
Thy mists, that roll and rise!
Thy woods, this autumn day, that ache and sag
And all but cry with colour! That gaunt crag
To crush! To lift the lean of that black bluff!

World, World, I cannot get thee close enough!

Long have I known a glory in it all,

But never knew I this;

Here such a passion is
As stretcheth me apart,—Lord, I do fear
Thou’st made the world too beautiful this year;
My soul is all but out of me,—let fall
No burning leaf; prithee, let no bird call.
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